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Muhammadan   population,   and   in   attacking   us  the
Hindus could fully depend on their help.
Our danger was greatly increased by the vast dispro-
portion between the native and European force—a dis-
proportion so great, that apart from the- danger of our
neighbourhood to a great city, from which we might
expect a host to pour out to attack us, it looked as if
we were doomea to destruction.    We had in Benares
a Native Infantry regiment, which was believed to be
tainted; a Sikh regiment, the temper of which was little
known; and, a few miles off, an Irregular Cavalry regi-
ment, composed, It was said, of a superior class of men,
all, I believe, Muhammadans, but whom few could trust
in the event of a rising.    Our European force consisted
of thirty artillery-men in charge of a battery of three guns.
At the fort of Chunar, sixteen miles distant, there was a
number of European soldier pensioners, of whom per-
haps sixty or seventy might be effective.    So unbounded
had been the confidence in the Sepoys, that the artillery-
men in Benares and the pensioners in Chunar were the
only European force in the entire province of Benares
under the Benares Commissioner, with a population of
over ten millions; while in seven stations in the province
there were native soldiers, chiefly infantry, but partly
cavalry and artillery.   Besides the English officers of
the  native regiments,  and  some  half-dozen   English
civil officials, the only English people were missionaries
of the Church, Baptist, and London Societies, and a few
traders, while a few indigo planters were scattered in the
country.
On the news of the Meerut mutiny reaching Benares,
the civil and military authorities lost no time in consult-
ing what should be done. The proposal that we should

